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November 2, 2020
(12:00 p.m.)

Meeting Minutes
20201015 Zoom Virtual Noticed Town Hall Meeting District 6 CM Michael Boylan
Meeting Date: 
October 15, 2020 

Topic: 

Discussions of District 6 and current City Council matters 
Location: 
Virtual Zoom Meeting – No Location 

In Attendance:
Council Member Michael Boylan (District 6), Bill Joyce (Public Works), Sara Pleasants (FDOT), Paul Restivo (JSO), Jordan Elsbury (Mayor’s Office), Shannon Eller (General Counsel), Michael Chao (Code Enforcement), David Searcy (WastePro), and Sonia Johnson (District 6 ECA). 
Meeting Convened: 6:30 p.m.
Councilman Boylan welcomed all and introduced the various attendees representing the city and other entities.

He discussed the purpose of a Zoom town hall meeting as a result of the current pandemic and the importance of staying connected with constituents and during this forum, several department heads will provide updates and information pertaining to specific subject matters related to the questions submitted in advance of the meeting via email.

He presented a PowerPoint which encompassed the following topics:

Lot J – CM Boylan offered his perspective and position at the present time which could very likely change as it gets vetted thru committees. For over 20 years, his view of Met Park, Shipyard, and even the Stadium was dismal, and he believes the project deserves consideration as this area should be a source of pride for the city.  Yes he agrees that it is an extraordinarily large investment on the city’s part but it deserves consideration unless we are content with the area continuing to lay barren as it is today, and while he supports it on principle right now, that does not mean that he will vote for it at the end of the day.

Jordan Elsbury - went on to provide additional incentive pointers: 
The project will provide an immediate boost to the local economy in the following ways:
         $2+ billion in direct and indirect salaries during first 40 years
         2,300 construction jobs
         1,000+ permanent jobs
         $100 million in economic output per year to the City of Jacksonville and Duval County
 
Bill Joyce - addressed the traffic issues, and provided an update to the many current and pending drainage projects in the pipeline.

Paul Restivo - discussed the speeding issues and gave an update on the high-frequency crashes year-to-date and the majority being on Claire Lane and San Jose, and how they are handling drug activities along Pickwick park.

Shannon Eller – provided a thorough and detailed explanation of the Land Use and Zoning process and the many steps involved before it makes it to the LUZ Committee, from the application process and fees involved, to the Planning Dept., and Planning Commission. She also explained the roles that council members play, what Quasi-Judicial means and the subsequent Exparte that is required by law.

Michael Chao – addressed the many empty blighted buildings along San Jose Boulevard that are eye sores and how Code Enforcement has been citing them accordingly for maintaining the properties. He also explained the many challenges the officers encounter when investigating a property because they are limited to entry procedures.
David Searcy – discussed the many issues that have caused the domino effect of solid waste and recycles falling behind.  They have had to bring in staffing from out of state and are extremely short handed and have had equipment failure issues.  He explained the proposed transfer stations and how that would assist with meeting the many challenges of maintaining the daily schedule.

He also discussed what is recyclable or not.

Sarah Pleasants – provided an update with keeping up with the maintenance of the medians and grass along San Jose Boulevard, traffic signal project updates.

CM Boylan went on to provide his role with the re-write of Article 21 in the Charter, his current seat on the Social Injustice committee and the many positive results that will come from that with Jax Care Connect and future workshops, and the Resiliency committee proceeding with many components in Education, Infrastructure and Environment.

He thanked all for their participation and reiterated to stay safe.
Meeting Adjourned: 8:00 p.m.
The written minutes for this meeting are only an overview of what was discussed.
Minutes: Sonia Johnson – Complete on November 2, 2020 
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